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Mayon Volcano continues to show a slow but continuing decrease in its overall activity. The 
number of earthquakes detected by the seismic monitoring network further decreased by 
the first week of April but it was not until about 17 April 2000 that seismic activity dipped to 
within baseline levels. During the past two weeks, earthquake occurrences were 
unremarkable as the number of low frequency earthquakes remained at low levels.  Volcanic 
tremor, associated with magma ascent, became rare and it became apparent that seismic 
records reflected sporadic surficial events such as rockfalls along the steep slopes.  
 
Ground deformation measurements still indicate the deflated state of the volcanic edifice 
and a trend towards the baseline repose level.  Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) flux measured in the 
steam plume showed a general decreasing trend which possibly indicates that gaseous 
emission is mainly caused by residual magma beneath the crater.  The lack of inflation of 
the Mayon edifice and the downward trend in SO2 emission rates attest to a further return 
of the Mayon activity towards quiet conditions. The summit crater glow is still visible at 
night but this phenomenon is to be expected because lava deposits in the crater area and in 
the conduit do remain very hot for years.  
     
In view of the above observations, PHIVOLCS is now lowering the alert status of Mayon 
Volcano from Alert Level 2 to Alert Level 1.  This condition reflects the decreasing 
activity without any indication of a hazardous eruption.  A resurgence may still be possible 
but such a phenomenon is now considered remote because all of the significant  parameters 
have returned to baseline or near-normal levels.  However, due to unstable deposits in and 
around the Bonga Gully on the southeast flanks, it is strongly recommended that the 
existing seven (7) kilometer danger zone in the southeast portion of the volcano be retained 
until stability of such deposits have been ascertained.  As before, the six (6) kilometer radius 
Permanent Danger Zone should be strictly observed at all times.   
 
Residents around Mayon should be made aware that new pyroclastic deposits on the 
volcano’s slopes and along gullies are highly erodible and could be remobilized as life-
threatening lahars when mixed with ground water.  The areas in which such flows may 
occur are lowlands fronting the Mabinit and Buyoan-Padang river channels in Legazpi City; 
Miisi in Daraga; Tumpa, Anoling and Quirangay channels in Camalig; Maninila channel in 
Guinobatan; Basud-Lidong channels in Sto. Domingo; Bulawan channel in Malilipot; San 
Vicente and Buang channels in Tabaco and Upper Nasisi and Upper Nabonton channels in 
Ligao.  The public is therefore reminded to stay away from the above channels especially 
during intense and prolonged rainfall.  
 

PHIVOLCS 
 

                           Republic of the Philippines 

                Department of Science and Technology 

 PHILIPPINE INSTITUTE OF VOLCANOLOGY AND SEISMOLOGY 
   PHIVOLCS Bldg., C. P. Garcia Ave. University of the Philippines Campus, Diliman, Quezon City 

    Tel Nos. 426-1468 to 79, 928-2230; 926.7749, 926-9338  

                          Fax : 929-8961, 926-3225 

 
 

  PHIVOLCS 

 

DOST 
 


