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Volcanic activity is apparently escalating with increasing earthquake occurrences and high
volcanic gas output. Since the last Bulletin on 19 January, the number of earthquakes
recorded daily went up to sixty (60) events on the following day and has remained at
significantly high levels since then. During the past 24 hours, the seismic monitoring network
detected twenty-four (24) volcanic earthquakes, which still indicate magma movement
beneath the crater. Sulfur Dioxide (SO,) emission rates shot up to 8,070 tonnes per day (t/d),
which is very much higher than the outputs of 1,000—2,000 t/d recorded in earlier weeks.
The high SO, output is clear evidence that vigorous degassing is now taking place from a
shallow magma source located beneath the lava dome. The Lignon Hill Observatory also
reported a brownish steam puff from the summit lava dome at 9:32 AM yesterday. The brief
emission of ash-entrained steam coincided with a volcanic earthquake.

In summary, Mayon Volcano activity is progressing towards increased activity and may
evolve to explosions very soon. All the indicators suggest that the lava pile on the summit
crater is becoming active although no new lava has yet reached the surface. PHIVOLCS
therefore reiterates Alert Level 2 and reminds the public to stay away from the 6-kilometer
radius Permanent Danger Zone (PDZ).
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