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After careful assessment of present and recent conditions manifested at Mayon Volcano,
PHIVOLCS is raising the alert status from Alert Level 2 to Alert Level 3, effective today.
Alert Level 3 means that there is an increased tendency towards eruption, with magmatic
outbursts possible within the coming weeks. Since the appearance of a lava dome was
confirmed on 10 January this year, the overall activity is one of increasing unrest. In the past
week, for example, the monitoring networks have reported numerous volcanic earthquakes,
continued swelling of the edifice and very high gas outputs from the summit crater. When
the summit was visible on 22 January, two ash puffs were noted, which coincided with
earthquake occurrences. This means that the lava dome is active and is probably being fed
by a column of magma beneath the crater. Close monitoring of the summit lava dome
features also suggests some growth, supporting the idea that magma is ascending close to the
crater surface.

PHIVOLCS emphasizes that the 6-kilometer radius Permanent Danger Zone (PDZ) should
be off-limits at all times and that residents fronting or staying beside gullies radiating from
the volcano should be extra alert for volcanic flows which may be formed by sudden
explosions. For the moment, PHIVOLCS is not recommending additional areas to be
evacuated, except those that are already listed within the PDZ.
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