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Mayon Volcano Bulletin
12:00 NN 28 January 2001

Since the alert status of Mayon raised from Alert level 2 to alert level 3 on 25
January, the volcano continues to manifest a high state of unrest. Two ash
ejections occurred this morning at 8:45 and 8:55 AM, and these outbursts
coincided with earthquakes that originated from beneath the lava dome. For the
24 hour period ending 6:00 AM today, 42 volcanic earthquakes were detected
and reflects the highly active lava dome that is apparently growing on the
summit crater. Tilt measurements on the slopes also continue to detect
inflation of the edifice, and support observations of lava dome growth. Gas
emission from the dome is significant and The latest sulfur dioxide (SO,)
reading shows a sustained flux of about 5,040 tonnes per day (t/d), much higher
that the usual 1,000 t/d or less, and clearly indicates that magma is very close to
the crater.

In summary, Mayon Volcano actively appears to be accelerating and exhibiting
an increased tendency towards eruption. Thus alert level 3, which also means
an eruption is possible within weeks, remains hoisted. PHIVOLCS reminds all
concerned to stay away from the 6-kilometer radius Permanent Danger Zone
(PDZ) to avoid gullies and rivers which might channel dangerous volcanic
flows to downstream area.
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