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Mayon Volcano Bulletin 

8:00 AM 30 January 2001 

 

Small but significant ash puffs dominated Mayon Volcano’s activity the past 

days.  Five ash ejection events occurred on 28 January and two more occurred 

on 29 January.  The ash-laden volcanic plumes typically rose up to 500 meters 

above the crater and generally drifted to the west-northwest and northwest by 

prevailing winds.  The earthquakes associated with these ash puffs were 

noticeably larger compared with events recorded during the previous weeks.  

The Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) emission rate measured yesterday was about 3,800 

tonnes per day (t/d).  The continuous high SO2 output reflects the very active 

state of the lava dome, which is degassing profusely. 

 

At present, these ash puffs signify that a column of magma is slowly ascending 

the conduit beneath the volcano.  More ash expulsions are expected due to 

continued intrusion of magma beneath the crater.  In time, the lava dome may 

become unstable, and it may undergo partial collapse.  In such a case, volcanic 

avalanches could flow through gullies around the volcano and produce more 

ash clouds that would drift to the western and northern sectors.  Another 

scenario might the dominantly upward explosion of a considerable volume of 

ash and volcanic rock.  This may produce pyroclastic flows and ash clouds.  

With either activity, it is important to stay outside the 6-kilometer radius 

Permanent Danger Zone (PDZ).  The current status is at Alert Level 3, which 

means that there is an increased tendency towards a major hazardous eruption, 

possibly within weeks.  However, no additional evacuation is recommended, 

except for those areas already within the 6-kilometer PDZ.  If overall activity 

intensifies, however, PHIVOLCS will increase the alert status to the appropriate 

levels and recommend further precautionary measures. 
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