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During the past 24 hours, the seismic monitoring network detected twenty-

seven (27) volcanic earthquakes.  Tiltmeters on the northern flank of the cone 

also measured continued inflation of the edifice.  An aerial survey conducted 

early yesterday morning confirmed that the lava pile grew since the previous 

overflight on 10 January and is presently emitting a very high amount of 

volcanic gases.  The growth of the lava dome, which coincides with a period of 

high earthquake levels, high volcanic gas outputs, and observed ash puffs, 

indicate the continuing ascent of magma to the surface. 

 

The above observations show that Mayon Volcano remains at Alert Level 3, a 

condition which signify trends leading to an eruption.  All monitored 

parameters still show that a column of magma is slowly ascending towards the 

surface.  This has caused the lava dome in the crater to expand or grow.  As the 

lava dome grows the outer margins of the said dome crack, exposing the hot 

interior and allowing a large amount of volcanic gases to escape, resulting in as 

ash puff.  As activity continues, PHIVOLCS expects more ash explosions to 

occur, which could produce volcanic avalanches through major gullies around 

the volcano.  PHIVOLCS, therefore, reiterates that the 6-kilometer radius 

Permanent Danger Zone (PDZ) should be off-limits at all times.  For the 

moment, no additional evacuation is recommended, except for those areas 

already within the 6-kilometer PDZ.  If overall activity intensifies, however, 

PHIVOLCS will increase the alert status to the appropriate levels and 

recommend further precautionary measures. 
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