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Mayon Volcano Bulletin 

5:00 PM 01 February 2001 

 

Eighteen (18) volcanic earthquakes were detected around the volcano during 

the past 24 hours.  Although there is a slight decrease in the number of 

earthquakes recorded for the past days,  PHIVOLCS considers the seismic 

levels for this period to be well above average.  A slight decrease in Sulfur 

Dioxide (SO2) outputs from a high of about 8,000 tonnes per day (t/d) since 22 

January to 3,300 t/d on 31 January was also noted.  However, decrease in gas 

outputs may be caused by partial sealing of the conduit by the summit lava 

dome and not by cessation of activity.  This condition is supported by last 

night’s observation of incandescence at the summit crater.  The faint crater 

glow reported during a visible period at around 6:22 PM yesterday indicated 

that the lava dome is still active and that the surface of the lava pile is breaking 

as a result of pressure exerted by an ascending magma column. 

 

PHIVOLCS therefore reminds the public that Mayon remains at Alert Level 3 

which means that eruptions may occur within the following weeks.  Corollary 

to this alert status, the six-kilometer radius Permanent Danger Zone (PDZ) 

should be evacuated at all times due to loose debris that may roll down the steep 

slopes.  For the moment, no area outside the PDZ has been recommended for 

evacuation.  However, areas beside major rivers of Mayon are advised to be 

vigil against sudden explosions that may produce hazardous  volcanic flows 

toward the lower slopes. 
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