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Mayon Volcano Bulletin
8:00 AM 25 February 2001

At 11:15 AM yesterday Mayon ejected a column of ash and steam, which
reached 250 meters above the crater rim. The brief ash discharge was blown by
the prevailing wind to the East Northeast direction.

Volcanic gasses, accumulated within the shallow levels of the conduit and
beneath the summit lava dome, likely led to an overpressure and hence an ash
explosion. During the days preceding today’s activity, seismicity decreased
briefly and Sulfur Dioxide outputs were notably lower. This might result from a
partial clogging of the shallow volcanic system, eventually leading to the ash
explosion. Tilt data showed consistent inflation of the cone and remain,
therefore, a firm basis for indicating the continuing unrest at Mayon.

Due to instability of the summit lava dome and an increased likelihood of
sudden explosions, Alert level 3 remains over Mayon. PHIVOLCS reminds the
public to keep off the six-kilometer radius Permanent Danger Zone and to stay
away from river gullies, which may channel hazardous volcanic flows to the
middle and lower slopes.
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